
“How to Earn an 
Associate’s Degree 
While Still in 
High School”

Eighth Grade Town Hall Meeting 

May 7, 2020 

6:00-7:00 PM



Welcome and Introductions

• Ginny Gayle, Middle School Principal

• Deborah Nordt, Director for College and Career

• Athena Walker, HCC P-16 Director



HCC and SMSD 
Partners in Your 
Child’s Success

• You might be 

asking yourself,

• “OMG, I have a 

ninth grader, how 

will I pay for 

College in four 

years?
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COMPONENT PARTS FOR ASSOCIATE’S 
DEGREE

• Core Curriculum Electives for Academic Degree Programs

• Minimum SCH Required for the AA or AS Degree

• Communication - 6 SCH

• Mathematics - 3 SCH

• Life & Physical Sciences - 6 SCH

• Language, Philosophy, & Culture - 3 SCH

• Creative Arts - 3 SCH

• American History - 6 SCH

• Government/Political Science - 6 SCH

• Social & Behavioral Sciences - 3 SCH

• Component Area Option - 6 SCH



SAMPLE ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE PLAN



SAMPLE ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE PLAN



SAMPLE TEN SEMESTER PLAN FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL



APPLICATION STEPS

• STEP 1: COMPLETE AN APPLYTEXAS APPLICATION  AT 

APPLYTEXAS.ORG (MAKE SURE THAT YOU CHOOSE 

HCC FOR THE COLLEGE) VERIFY YOUR EMAIL

• STEP 2: RECEIVE YOUR HCC ID NUMBER

• STEP 3: COMPLETE THE DUAL CREDIT 

WAIVER/STUDENT COMMITMENT STATEMENT (LINK 

FOUND ON THE SMSD WEBSITE)

• STEP 4: COUNSELOR WILL ADD EDUC 1300 TO YOUR 

SCHEDULE FOR THE FALL/SPRING



GRADUATES 2020 
WITH AN 
ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE

• KEVIN NGUYEN

• SAMANTHA SADEGHI

• MIRIAM SANTACRUZ

• THE FIRST GRADUATES 

IN THE HISTORY OF 

SMSD TO RECEIVE A 

COLLEGE DEGREE 

BEFORE GRADUATING 

FROM HIGH SCHOOL
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QUESTIONS 
AND 
ANSWERS
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WHERE TO FIND LINKS

• THE LINKS YOU WILL NEED FOR ENROLLING YOUR 

STUDENT IN THE DUAL CREDIT PROGRAM ARE 

LOCATED ON THE STAFFORD MUNICIPAL SCHOOL 

DISTRICT WEBSITE

• SCROLL TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HOME PAGE TO 

“STORIES OF STAFFORD”

• THE FIRST BOX IS HIGH SCHOOL DUAL 

CREDIT/APPLYTEXAS



WHERE 
TO FIND 
LINKS



WHERE TO 
FIND LINKS

• OPEN THE BOX AND 

YOU WILL SEE –

• START WITH THE 

APPLYTEXAS 

APPLICATION

• THE GUIDE IS THERE 

TO HELP YOU WITH 

THE APPLICATIONS



HOW TO CONTACT US

• GINNY GAYLE – GGAYLE@STAFFORDMSD.ORG

• DEBORAH NORDT – DNORDT@STAFFORDMSD.ORG

• ATHENA WALKER – DUALCREDIT.SW@HCCS.EDU
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